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Above: Marion Cross students
had some new activities this
year at the annual Sheep-to-
Shawl program. Thanks to
Chris Brady for building three
classroom-sized looms.

If a purpose of history is to understand the
present and help us shape the future, this
winter’s Discover Norwich talk on local
experiences during the American Revolution
serves the purpose.  

The Revolutionary era was a challenging time
for Norwich; living on a frontier, combined with a
world turned upside down, forced everyone to
make hard decisions about political allegiances,
policing domestic enemies, keeping their
families safe, and maintaining solidarity. By the
end of the war, Norwich voters declared that
they were free citizens with a desire for
tranquility and a principle of humanity. They had
been challenged, but came together as a
community, affirming the sovereignty of the
people living under the rule of law.

The questions they had to tackle resonate with
issues we face today and provide opportunity
for building discussion, rooted in the past but
pointing toward the future. 

The Discover Norwich program runs every Thursday
in February at 6:30 pm on Zoom.
www.norwichhistory.org/discover-norwich-2026

Another purpose of history is to provide us with .
roots. In a mobile world, we stand in need of
stable and coherent places in our lives to ground
us and orient us.

There’s a rhythm to each year at Norwich
Historical Society that grounds and orients us to
this place we call home. In the winter we gather
on Zoom to learn about new research through
the Discover Norwich program. There’s behind-
the scenes tours, coffees, and plenty of
opportunities to volunteer in the archives. Spring
brings the House & Garden Tour and Sheep-to-
Shawl with the 3  grade. As the months turn
warmer, walking tours and evening strolls begin.
Fall brings the Antiques Show and Walktober.
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I hope you are able to join us in 2026 to
converse with other Norwichians, explore the
landscape, and connect to the world a bit more
deeply.

We wouldn’t be able to do our work without the
generosity of our volunteers, members, donors,
and business sponsors. Your gifts of money and
time provide us with the financial means and
renewed energies and spirit to do all that we do.
Thank you!

- Sarah Rooker, NHS Director

LOOKING TO 2026



MEMBERSHIP
BENEFACTOR ($500+) 

Sandra Anderson and Reeve Williams 
Christine and Donald Bartlett, Jr. 
Annie Bauer 
Doug Britton and Katherine Fisher
Richard and Cynthia Chapman 
Deborah and Byron Haynes
Tammy Heesakker and Greg Russo
Charlotte Metcalf 
Bob Sommers

Brooke Herndon and Eric Miller 
Eugene and Candace Nattie 
William Noble and Jim Tatum 
Margo Nutt
Robert Parker
Liz and Bill Pierce 
Sue and Bob Pitiger
Arline and Barry Rotman 
Alan A. Rozycki 
Erin Salcone and Jonathan Marotti 
Sue Schiller 
Tom Southworth 
Carla and John Vincent 
Susan Voake 
Ann Waterfall and Peter Kaufman
Heidi Webster 
Gary and Mary Wieland

STEWARD ($250-499) 

Alan Berolzheimer and Nancy Cressman 
Bartlett Leber and Drew Rockwell
Corb Moister, Jr. 
Elizabeth and Duff Nelson 
Sheldon Novick and Carolyn Clinton 
Rosamond F. Orford 
David and Mary Otto 
Edmund and Pamela Piper 
Mary Elise Young
Roger Zaaenglelin

PATRON ($100-249) 

Terry Appleby and Mary Ryan 
Cheryl Asa
Bob Bristol and Tracy Bennett
Judy and Jim Brown
David and Lynn Callaway
George Clark, Jr.
Elissa Close and Chris Brady
Danielle Cohen and Stephen Pigeon
Vijay Thadani and Onita Connington
Frank Dolan and Janet Gelfan
Paul and Margo Doscher
Leah Goat and Fia Alexander
Kimo Griggs and Abby Crossen
Susan Haedrich
Deborah Hannam
Virginia Hazen and Laurence Ranslow
Dana Ireland
Timothy Ives and Maureen Martin
Antoinette Jacobson
David Macaulay and Ruthie Murray
Betsy Maislen and William Schults
Paul and Wendy Manganiello
Cheri Mather and Rick Enslow
Scott and Nina McCampbell
Elizabeth McKinstry and Jonathan
Streeter

ASSOCIATE ($50)

Anna Adachi-Mejia and Chris Moore
Cinny and Steve Bensen
Annette and Arnie Brown
Cameron Cross and Ellen Kitchel
Gretchen Dwyer
Jim and Cynthia Faughnan
Margaret Gray
Ronald P. Hutchcraft
Deborah King
Alice B. Lacey
Suzanne Leiter
Jeff and Karen Lubell
Tony Luckino and Walter Newman
Ruth MacKinnon
Candace and Chester Miller
Laura Osborn
Jane and John Phipps
Tom and Misty Porter
Peter and Elizabeth Robbie
Peggy Sadler and Paul Gross
Mimi and Michael Simpson
Margaret Southworth
Ann S. Walker
Steven and Kathryn Wang
Elaine Waterman

FAMILY ($35) 

Colleen Barr
Wende and Tim Beck 
David and Carole Bibeau 
Erik Blanchard and Calli Guion
Margaret Cheney and Peter Welch
Lisa Christie
Tom and Robin Davis
Kirsten Detrick
Laura Di Piazza
Adrian Doran
Janet and Philip Eller 
Anne and Jon Felde 
Polly and Jack Forcier 
Charlene Gates
Linda and Donald Glasgo
Michael and Deirdre Goodrich 
Laurie and Jerry Halpern 
Lisa and Bob Holley
Roger and Helen Hutchinson 
Ted and Ruth Jabbs 
Craig and Amy Layne 
Robert and Barbara Lewy 
Roger and Gretchen Maynard
Nancy and Paul Morley
Martha Nelson and Brion McMullan 
Don and Gillian Oeschslin
James and Heidi Rice 
Matthew and Lucy Rojansky 
Jim Smith
Pamela and Wilfred Smith 
Sarah Stewart and James Cuno
Sonia Swierczynski 
Jessica Thrasher
Liz and Folger Tuggle
James Westrich and Tricia Spellman
Marcia and Bruce Williams

INDIVIDUAL ($25) 

Jaci Allen
Deborah Boettiger
John Dumville
Kate Emlen
Peter French
Linda Gray 
Elisabeth Hammer 
Barbara Hazen 
June Hemberger
Kim Holzberger 
Siobhan Jacobson
Wayne Kniffin
Mary Layton
David Milne
Tracy Smith
Karen Staples

SENIOR ($15) 

Bonnie Ashworth 
Betty Barba
Judy Barwood
Cynthia Bittinger 
Inge Brown 
Nancy Chase
Teresa Cheeks
Nancy Dennis
Martha Drake
Cathy Girard
Judith Golden 
Louise Hamlin 
Jayn Keller
Linda Kennedy
Kip King 
Joyce Knights
Bonnie Lawlor
Susan McGrew 
David McNally
Dianne Miller 
Patricia Piotrowski
Chris Richardson
Horst Richter
Gail Sanders
Barbara Tolman
David Turner
Stanley Wallace
Cornelia Waterfall
Betty White

PATRON ($100-249) 

NORWICH LEGACY SOCIETY
The following have included NHS 

in their estate plans.

Betty Ann Aldrich
Nancy Osgood

Donald and Christine Bartlett
Robert Parker

Carolyn Clinton and Sheldon Novick        
David Pierce

Our Mission: Norwich Historical Society cultivates a vibrant
sense of place and community through discovering,

preserving, and sharing the history of Norwich. 



ADDITIONS TO
THE COLLECTION

2025 YEAR IN REVIEW

The biggest donation to the collection in
2025 was a box of hundreds of slides from
the Norwich Planning and Zoning office.
These document Norwich in the 1990s--
especially changes along Route 5. Kevin
Hybels spent the year scanning, printing
identifying, and cataloging the photographs.

This year Elliot Hamilton chose NHS to be
the beneficiary of his Eagle Scout project. He
worked closely with us to move our large
collection of tools to a cleaner and more
secure location in our barn attic. He gathered
his fellow scouts to build shelving and make
the move. We are most grateful!

This fall we offered our first ever “Walktober” in collaboration with several other
community groups. Over 150 people participated in 11 free hikes and walks. We explored
the beautiful autumn woods, lovely old cemeteries, and cellar holes deep in the woods. We
went foraging. We learned about women’s stories, Norwich University, and the American
Revolution. It will be fun to see how this event grows. 

Below: Board member Bob Bristol talks about the Revolution in Fairview Cemetery during Walktober.

We celebrated Dan & Whit’s 70  birthday this year! For 70 years, Dan & Whit’s has been a
vital part of community life in Norwich. In 1955 Leon Merrill sold his business to Dan
Fraser and Whit Hicks. Store expansion in 1963, 1968, and 1972 provided space for over
250,000 items fulfilling the phrase “if we don’t have it, you don’t need it.” The countless
small acts of kindness and the impressive “19 Days of Norwich” have endeared this store
to all of Norwich.  Our 2025 exhibit featured Chad Finer’s portraits, taken in 2006, and
Kay McCabe’s photographs taken this summer which capture what we all feel is the
heartbeat of the community.  In August we held a birthday party with over 250 people in
attendance, all offering the Fraser family much love and congratulations. 
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Below: Dan & Whit’s employee reunion, summer 2025. Photograph by Chad Finer

Discover Norwich, the House & Garden Tour and the Norwich Antiques Show were all
successful fundraisers this year. Many thanks to Gail Torkelson for organizing the Norwich
Antiques Show. Thank you to Selma Bornstein, Keith and Anita Drake, Jen Moyer, and David
and Ann Shriver Sargent and for sharing their properties at the Garden Tour.

Board comings and goings: We thank Judy Brown for her many years of service to NHS
both as Director and then on the Board. Her contributions are vast.  Anna Adachi-Mejia
brought nonprofit wisdom to the Board and Cheri Mather was a fearless Zoom presenter
and midnight alarm responder, thank you. We welcome Doug Britton, Elizabeth Howard,
and Pam Smith as candidates to the Board in 2026.

Thank you to the Collections Committee for
their varied work which involves research,
cataloging, cleaning, and exhibiting hundreds
of objects, photographs, and manuscripts.  

This year they installed an exhibit at Norwich
Public Library featuring the tool collection
and the wide variety of skills needed to use
those tools. 



Betty Ann Aldrich 
Jacqueline Allen 
Marguerite and Thomas Ames 
Jennifer Ankner-Edelstein and Eric Edelstein
Christine and Donald Bartlett 
Annie Bauer 
Wende and Tim Beck 
Adrienne Bell 
Cinny and Steve Bensen
Alan Berolzheimer and Nancy Cressman 
Ellen Blake 
Elizabeth Blanchfield and Bridge McDowell
Elizabeth Blum and Nelson Kasfir
Bob Bristol and Tracy Bennett
Doug Britton and Katherine Fisher 
Jane Britton
Richard Brooks
Annette and Arnie Brown 
Judy and Jim Brown 
Mary Brownlow 
Jill and Martin Butler 
Connie Cadow 
David and Lynn Callaway 
Tom and Samantha Candon
Margery Cantor
Erica and Robert Carpenter
John and Nan Carroll 
Peter and Debbie Carter 
Richard and Cynthia Chapman
Margaret Cheney and Peter Welch 
Lisa Christie
Elissa Close and Chris Brady 
Harold L. Colvocoresses 
Carl Comstock
Fred and Sophia Crawford 
Erika Dade
Courtney Dobyns 
Margo Doscher
Susan Eldredge
Stuart Elsberg
Kate Emlen
Polly and Jack Forcier 
George and Susie Fraser 

Milton and Carolyn Frye 
Andrew Garthwaite
Catherine Girard
Daniel Gottlieb
Linda Gray 
Callie Guion and Erik Blanchard
Sidney and Stephanie Hamilton
Byron and Deborah Haynes 
Marlene Heck and Kevin Reinhart 
Tammy Heesakker and Greg Russo 
June Hemberger
James Holmes
Soshana Hort and Alex Fuld 
Edith Hubbell 
Roger and Ellen Hutchinson 
Dana Ireland
Beth Krusi and Sandy Harris
Alice B. Lacey 
Steve Lagasse
Mary D. Layton and Bill Clauson 
Bartlett Leber and Drew Rockwell
Robert and Barbara Lewy 
Tony Luckino and Walter Newman
Cheri Mather and Rick Enslow 
Scott and Nina McCampbell
Joanne and John McCormick 
Buff and Suse McLaughry 
David McNally
Charlotte Metcalf 
Corb Moister, Jr. 
Nancy and Paul Morley
Emily and Ethan Myers
Eugene and Candace Nattie 
Elizabeth and Duff Nelson 
Martha Nelson and Brion McMullan
Danforth Newcomb 
Bill Noble and Jim Tatum
Sheldon M. Novick and Carolyn M. Clinton 
Jane and Richard Nylander
Ros Orford
Nancy Osgood 
David and Mary Otto
Jess and Liz Phelps

Lindsay Putnam and Brian Kunz
Doug and Berna Rexford 
Horst Richter
Leonard and Abigail Rieser
Leslie and Christopher Rimmer
Peter and Libby Robbie 
Kate Robinson
Lucy and Matt Rojansky
Eric Rosenfeld
Elizabeth Ryan and Jennifer O’Flaherty
Erin Salcone and Jonathan Marotti
Helen Savage
Ann and Dean Seibert 
Peter Silberfarb
Mimi and Michael Simpson 
Barry Smith
Sydney Smith and Peter Griggs
John and Lydia Starosta
Peter Stein and Lisa Cashdan
Sarah Stewart and James Cuno
Signe Taylor and Joel Stettenheim 
Wendy Thompson 
Susan Toma
Andrew and Gail Torkelson 
Liz and Folger Tuggle
Martha Valen
Carla Vincent and John Vincent 
Priscilla Vincent 
Anne Walker
Heidi Webster 
James Westrich and Tricia Spellman
Philip and Donna Wheeler 
Gillian F. White 
Gary and Mary Wieland
Marcia and Bruce Williams
Roger Zaenglein 
Philip and Betsy Zea 

IN-KIND DONATIONS
Half-Step Beer and Wine
James LaMontagne Landscape
Mont Verde Gardens
Norwich Inn

BUSINESS SPONSORS

Steward Level ($500+)

Dan & Whit’s General Store
Pompanoosuc Mills
Webster & Donovan Excavating
Windows and Doors by Brownell

Sustainer Level ($250-499) 
G.R. Porter & Sons
Kith & Kin
Ledyard Bank
The Norwich Inn
Otto & Associates 
Stave Puzzles

Supporter Level ($100-249)
Adachi Labs  
Children’s Art Studio
Haynes & Garthwaite Architects 
HP Roofing
Norwich Bookstore
RE/MAX Group One Realtors
The Richards Group

2025 Garden Tour Sponsor
Sargent Designs

2025 Antiques Show Sponsor
William Smith Auctions

ANNUAL FUND
DONORS

22nd ANNUAL NORWICH ANTIQUES SHOW

Saturday, September 19, 2026, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 
Are you looking for that perfect antique for your home? This wonderful show and sale attracts some
of the region’s finest dealers, showcasing fine country to formal antiques on the beautiful grounds
of the Norwich Historical Society. We’ll be holding our annual antiques “Road Show” evaluating the
value of your own treasures and a “Doctor is In” tent where experts will be available to look at your
antiques and answer your questions about storage, repair, and care. 

FOUNDATIONS AND
ORGANIZATIONS
African-Caribbean Institute
Castle Rock Fund
Norwich Lions Club
Norwich Women’s Club
Stettenheim Foundation
Ann H. Symington Foundation
Town of Norwich



GIFTS IN MEMORY OF
Bill Aldrich
    BettyAnn Aldrich
George Armstrong
     Leah Goat
Roger Blake
    Ellen Blake  and family
    James Holmes  
    Steve LaGasse
    Beth Perry
Virginia Close
    Elissa Close
Nik Folley
    Gillian Folley White
Kim King Zea
    Adrienne Bell
    Marie Elise Young
    Roger Zaenglein
Fred Metcalf
    Carl Comstock
Norman Miller
    Judy Miller, Soctt McClure Miller, Amy Eberhardt
    Nancy Osgood
 Bill Osgood
    Nancy Osgood
    Elizabeth Perry
Rosemary Rieser
    Tim, Len, and Abby Rieser
Craig Scarborough
    Ann Bauer
Ann Silberfarb
    Kimo Griggs
    Nancy Osgood
MaryAnn Smith
    Barry Smith

LIFE MEMBERS
Betty Ann Aldrich
Ellen Blake
Jane and Glenn Britton
Mary Brownlow
Nancy and Edward Clark
Linda Cook

Michael Foster 
Daniel D. Fraser 
Anne French 
Milton and Carolyn Frye 
Thomas Hulleberg and
Kristin Graham 

James F. Jacobson
Mary Ellen Kreider 
Jeffrey and Therese
Marshall Donald May 
Cathy and Scott McGee
Nancy Osgood

Beth Perry and Jeff Reed
Robert and Elizabeth Porter 
Andrew and Kate Robinson
David and Ann Sargent
Peter and Anne Silberfarb
William G. and Ann Marie Smith

Eleanor Stephenson
Bill and Jane Stetson
Andrew and Gail Torkelson
Jay and Deborah Van Arman
Jack and Elizabeth Weingarten
Philip and Betsy Zea

FINANCES

GIFTS IN HONOR OF
Bob Bristol
     Susan Eldredge
Bob Churchill
     Mary Layton
Cynthia Drake
    Mary Drake Layton
Suzanne Laaspere
    Lucy and Matt Rojansky
Cheryl Lubin
    David McNally
Nancy Osgood
    Priscilla Vincent
Sarah Rooker
    Carolyn Clinton and Sheldon Novick
    Jane and Richard Nylander
   


