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HARD WON. &
NOT DONE.

7\ Vermont Suffrage
54/ Centennial Alliance 8

Women finally won the right to vote on
August 18, 1920. NHS Board member
Carolyn Clinton was among many who
turned out to celebrate the centennial of this
milestone on Main Street.
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LOOKING BACK, AND FORWARD, AT NHS

This has been quite a year. All of us have been
challenged, but so much good has also happened, and
we're grateful to all who have supported us in our work
to assist those sheltering-in-place, learning at home,
and just coping with the world.

Our Board of Trustees has met throughout the year
to work on all sorts of projects designed to ensure the
stability and financial health of NHS during COVID.
They have also mowed the lawn, led walking tours,
kept a table at the Farmer’s Market, painted circles,
led school programs, created exhibits, and cataloged
collections.

This spring we launched three driving tour
podcasts, funded by a grant from the Vermont Division
of Historic Preservation through the Norwich Historic
Preservation Commission. The Norwich Lions Club
funded an accompanying Early Settlement comic book,
drawn by Emily Zea. The Norwich Women’s Club has
funded a Rivers and Mills comic book. The podcasts
have been downloaded over 4,000 times and many
Norwich school children participated while studying at
home. This fall, Vermont Historical Society presented
NHS with an award of excellence for this project.

As fall approached and Covid wore on, we launched
the Circles Project as a way to stop and reflect upon
what has supported our families, neighbors, and
community through the months. Over 200 residents
painted reflections onto canvas circles which we then
mounted as a mural on an exterior wall at Dan &
Whit’s. The beautiful mural (picrured above) stands as
a testimony to the strength of community. You can’t
imagine how many hours Wendy Thompson, Tracy
Smith, Cheri Mather, Carla Vincent, Nancy Cressman,

and Scott Miller spent preparing the canvas for the
project and assembling and mounting the mural.
Many thanks to Nick and Gail Sanders through the
Hypertherm Hope Foundation, the Norwich Public
Library, and Dan & Whit’s for sponsoring this
project.

We are a membership-led organization and mem-
bers are at the root of all we do and we thank you.
Many members renewed their membership early this
spring, which greatly helped us when we lost our
major House & Garden fundraiser.

Thankfully, with just a few adjustments, we were
able to hold our annual Norwich Antiques Show. It
was one of our most successful shows to date. Many
thanks to Gail Torkelson for all she did to ensure
that the show went smoothly.

2021 will bring much of the same. This winter’s
“Discovering Norwich” program series offers talks
and workshops for Norwich residents to learn more
about our town’s history, discover Norwich’s winter
landscape, and meet their neighbors. It benefits
Norwich’s restaurants and The Haven with the
registration fee being a take-out meal. This spring’s
House & Garden Tour will be a collaborative
program with Norwich Recreation Department to
benefit NHS and Norwich’s working farms.
Participants will visit the farms and gather local
ingredients for a meal. Pop-up exhibits and a podcast
will accompany the tour. Of course, the Antiques
Show will go on (with all fingers crossed) this
September.

- Sarah Rooker, NHS Director
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Dorian Alexandrescu*
David Bartlett and Jennifer Moyer*
Christine Bothe
Doug Britton and Katherine Fisher*
Richard and Robin Brooks
Judy and Jim Brown
David Callaway
Marcia Cassidy and Paul Horak
Margaret Cheney
George Clark, Jr.
Becky Cook and Natalie Boze
Frank Dolan
Jean Fraser
Jonathan Frishtick and Holly Glick
Marion H. Gauthier
Dan and Jenn Goulet*
Lois Green
Deborah and Byron Haynes
Brooke Herndon and Eric Miller
Deborah and Aaron Kaplan
Suzanne Lyons
Erin Salcone and Jonathan Marotti
Carmen McCampbell
Letha Mills
Gene and Candace Nattie
Elizabeth and Duff Nelson
Dick and Jane Olson
Rachel Onuf*
Robert G. Parker
Stephen Pidgeon and Danielle Cohen*
David Pierce
Liz and Bill Pierce
Toni Prince
Robert Rettig
Arline and Barry Rotman
Alan Rozycki
Ann and Dean Seibert
Jeremy Stonier & Jennifer MacCullough
Jonathan Streeter and
Elizabeth McKinstry
Thomas Taylor and
Marie McAndrew-Taylor

Vijay Thadani and Onita Connington
Lily and Omer Trajman

Carla Vincent

Susan Voake

Ann Waterfall and Peter Kaufman
Elaine Waterman

Heidi Webster

Roger and Nancy Zaenglein

Associate ($50)

Anna Adachi-Mejia*

Elizabeth Anderson

Jennifer Ankner-Edelstein and
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CONNECTING THE PAST TO THE PRESENT

2020 brought so many opportunities to consider how the past informs the present. Our
exhibit, Norwich Women Crafting the Future: 200 Years of Women’s Activism, examined
the many issues Norwich women took up through the years, including abolition,
temperance, suffrage, and climate change. We also looked at the many ways Norwich
women supported the community through war and epidemics, such as raising funds for
refugees, supporting troops with letters, and making bandages. This exhibit may be viewed
on-line at www.norwichhistory.org.

2020’s racial reckonings as propelled by the Black Lives Matter movement prompted us
to consider how we have told the stories of people of color in Norwich, an issue the Board

is taking up.

We also began collecting Covid-related objects, signs, photographs, and reflections. There
is very little in our collection related to the 1918 flu pandemic and we wish to leave more
documentation for the future. Thank you to the many people who took photographs and
contributed their reflections to the archive, including the Marion Cross School 4th grade.
Demo Sofronos has been particularly helpful with his “About Norwich” documentation of
the community this year.

We're so grateful to the youth who have volunteered throughout the year. Kevin Hybels,
Hank Trimble, Lauren Pidgeon, and James Eiler have all worked at home and in person
NHS PODCASTS WIN at NHS to bring you history content, create educational materials, and catalog collections.

Board comings and goings: We wish to thank Annette Brown and Jonathan Streeter
HISTORY PRIZE for their hard work and dedication for six years as Board Members. Annette was a lead
coordinator of the House & Garden Tour and coordinated publicity. Jonathan helped with
school programs, led walking tours, and helped to maintain the Lewis House and grounds.
You will both be missed! We welcome Anna Adachi-Mejia, Wendy Thompson and JoAnne
Withington to the Board in 2021.

The Vermont Historical Society awarded NHS a
Local History Achievement Award for its podcast
driving tours released in 2020. The award
recognizes the exceptional work being done by
individuals and community heritage

organizations throughout th,e state to collect, NHS Financial Statement for 2020 Annual Report
preserve and share Vermont’s rich history. Covid
prevented a celebration of this Condensed Balance Sheet as of : 9/30/19 9/30/20

distinctive recognition. The three podcasts —

Norwich Schoolhouses, Early Settlement, and Assets
Rivers and Mills — offer a fun and easy way to el gl $$70'041-48 $$79'947-61
. . . Property, Plant & Equipment 521,905.47 $500,209.47
fely explor rwich history whil helter Z 2
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in place. All are downloadable for free on-line
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Alan A. Rozycki

Elisabeth Russell

Elizabeth Ryan and
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Erin Marotti Salcone

David R. Sargent

Sue Schiller

Ann and Dean Seibert

Peter & Anne Silberfarb

Barry Smith

Tom Southworth
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Nancy Stone
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Pegge Strickler
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17th ANNUAL NORWICH ANTIQUES SHOW

Saturday, September 18, 2021, 10:00 am — 3:00 pm
Cost: $5 (12 & under free)

Are you looking for that perfect antique for your home? This wonderful show and sale attracts some
of the region’s finest dealers, showcasing fine country to formal antiques on the beautiful grounds of
the Norwich Historical Society. Like last year, we have spaced dealers’ tents to allow social distancing.
We'll be holding our annual antiques “Road Show” evaluating the value of your own treasures (photo
at right); and a “Doctor is In” tent where experts will be available to look at your antiques and answer
your questions about storage, repair, and care. Many thanks to Gail Torkelson for organizing the show.

BUSINESS SPONORS

Steward Level ($500+)
Dan & Whit's
Norwich Square Properties
Webster & Donovan Excavating

Sustainer Level ($250-499)
Clean Yield Asset Management
Ledyard Bank
The Norwich Inn
Otto and Associates

Supporter Level ($100-249)
Bushway Insurance
Haynes & Garthwaite Architects
HP Roofing
Norwich Bookstore

FOUNDATIONS AND
ORGANIZATIONS

The Barrette Family Fund

Jack and Dorothy Byrne Foundation
Hypertherm Hope Foundation
Norwich Lions Club

Norwich Womens Club

Frank & Brinna Sands Foundation
Stetteheim Foundation

Ann H. Symington Foundation
Town of Norwich

Nertwork for Good

Covid-19 kept us from holding our
annual House & Garden fundraiser
in 2020. We are grateful to the fol-
lowing friends who made donations
or donated tickets to the cause:
Cinny Benson,

Rebecca Faill

Susan Haedrich

Elizabeth Robbie

Candace Vandouris

Susan Voake

bl

Andrew Katz, of Windham Antiques
Appraisal Services advising on the
origin and value of antiques at last
years event.



