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Above: The spring sheep to
shawl program is a favorite
field trip for students. The
grandson of our sheep
shearer is now helping our
students. Top: NHS Board
members work on strategic
planning.

Our 2024 programs, collections care activities, and
collaborations will be shaped by our guiding
principles of stewarding, connecting and sustaining
our organization and the community.

This winter’s Discover Norwich program is a way for
participants to connect with their neighbors and the
community. Programs explore stories about the
weather, trails, trees, and climate. In the warm
months we will be offering tours around town, a
hike at Parcel 5, an evening history stroll, a garden
tour that takes you to some amazing vistas, and a
historical walk at one of Norwich's oldest
cemeteries. Some armchair time traveling is also
coming to you on Sundays. 

Getting outdoors and into the landscape and
built environment connects us all to the the land
and builds stewardship of our world.

This fall will bring back the fabulous Norwich
Antiques Show. It will be the Show’s 20th
anniversary and we have much to celebrate!

We wouldn’t be able to do our work without the
generosity of our members, donors, and
business sponsors. Your gifts of money and time
provide us with the financial means and renewed
energies and spirit to do all that we do.
Thank you!

- Sarah Rooker, NHS Director

PLANNING FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE
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ADDITIONS TO THE
COLLECTION

2023 YEAR IN REVIEW

The Union Village walking tour spurred new
donations from Norma Goff and Jay Rimmel.
These snapshots of Randall family hunting and
sugaring were donated by Jay Rimmel.

2023 was a year of strategic planning. After dozens of community interviews, meetings,  
and a planning retreat, the NHS Board affirmed a new vision and mission and completed a
strategic plan to move the organization toward the vision.  We shared the results of our
interviews with other nonprofit organizations so they, too, could build new offerings in
service to community needs.

Above: The Mid-Century Modern Walking Tour
is always popular. Below: Our young helpers
measured foundations while on our Parcel 5
history hike.

Outdoor history
walks and hikes
are an annual
offering. This
year we toured
Union Village,
the Hopson
Road
neighborhood,
and Main
Street’s hidden
histories.

We continued to care for the Lewis House and grounds. Courtney Dobyns made it possible for
us to install heat pumps, carrying us toward reaching sustainability goals. Many thanks to
Chris Brady, Jonathan Streeter, and Dave Callaway for their help. Of course, collections care
is also a major part of our work. Nancy Osgood completed scanning the photograph collection
while Ellen Blake, Elissa Close, Susan Haedrich, and Becky Cook worked in the archives. Our
collections made their way online through a year-long collaborative writing project with Alan
Berolzheimer where we compared his 2023 diary with Ebenezer Brown’s 1873 weather
diary. 

Board comings and goings: We thank JoAnne Withington for her work on the Board and her
extra help supporting mailings! Many thanks to Heidi Webster for her many roles on the
Board from portraying a “school marm” to organizing collections. Heidi will be staying on the
Collections Committee as co-chair.  We welcome Andrew Garthwaite and Leah Goat as
candidates to the Board in 2024.

Discover Norwich, the Norwich Antiques Show, and two lovely garden tours hosted by
Janet Flanders were successful fundraisers this year. We collaborated with cartoonist
Emily Zea, which resulted in a new exhibit, Becoming Norwich, and a related illustrated
history. A new fall after school program for kids, funded by the Norwich Women’s Club,
was a collaboration with the Norwich Public Library. Youngsters gathered each week to
learn history and then illustrate what they had learned. Emily Zea compiled their work into
a wonderful book.

Our Vision
We envision a community where Norwich residents are grounded in their local history
and landscape. They understand that history deepens their connections to each other
and their community. As a result, they are more engaged citizens and better stewards

of their community and the world.
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ANNUAL FUND
DONORS

20th ANNUAL NORWICH ANTIQUES SHOW
Saturday, September 14, 2024, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Are you looking for that perfect antique for your home? This wonderful show and sale attracts some
of the region’s finest dealers, showcasing fine country to formal antiques on the beautiful grounds of
the Norwich Historical Society. We’ll be holding our annual antiques “Road Show” evaluating the
value of your own treasures and a “Doctor is In” tent where experts will be available to look at your
antiques and answer your questions about storage, repair, and care. Many thanks to Gail Torkelson
for organizing the show for 20 years! We have much to celebrate!
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Above: Bill Aldrich and Roger Blake,
two dear stewards of Norwich
Historical Society

Below: Roger Blake and Bill Aldrich in
the Lewis House barn, a favorite spot
for both.
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Above: Beth Perry works with after
school students on drawing
history.
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